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What is higher education?

ÅHigher education refers to studying for 

qualifications such as first degrees, higher 

national diplomas H.N.Dor foundation degrees,

amongst others. 

ÅMany courses take place in universities, but 

plenty are also taught at higher education 

colleges,specialist art institutions and 

agricultural colleges. 



Choosing a University
ÅHow far away do they 

want to go?

ÅWould they be able to live 

at home?

ÅWhat does the town / city 

have to offer?

ÅWhat is the University 

like?

ÅDo they want catered 

facilities or non catered?



Choosing a University

×The old universities  eg: Durham Oxford

×The 1960s universities/the red brick 
universities  eg: Lancaster  Warwick

×The 1992 universities eg: Brighton Kingston

×The brand new universities  eg: Canterbury 
Christ Church



Choosing a University

ÅProspectus

ÅWebsite 

ÅOpen day



Deciding what to study
ÅWhat subject do they enjoy 

most?

ÅWhat subject are they best at?

ÅWhat do they want to do after 
University?



How do they choose the right course?

ÅThere are over 50,000 full time
undergraduatecourseson offer in
the UCASsystem

ÅThecurriculumin onesubject:

e.g. Historycanbe verydifferent at
different institutions



What should they look for?
ÅTheentry requirement

ÅThecoursecontent

ÅThelengthof the course

ÅThe examination system over the whole
course

ÅThecoursestructure:

Åsinglesubjectdegree

ÅJointhonoursdegree

ÅSandwichcourse

ÅYearabroad



What else should they look for?

ÅThe style of teaching

ÅThe number of students accepted on the course/the 

number of students who usually apply

ÅThe sort of jobs graduates on the course go on to do



UCAS Points / Grade System
ÅA* = 140 

ÅA = 120

ÅB = 100

ÅC = 80

ÅD = 60

ÅE = 40

AS counts as 50% of 
the above points



ÅDistinction 120

ÅMerit  80

ÅPass 40 

ÅExtended project  

ÅMusic/Drama 

BTEC

Others



The degree they will end up with
ÅMostfirstdegreesleadto theawardof aBachelorsdegreeie BAor

BSc.

ÅSomeleadto Mastersdegrees

ÅMostdegreesareawardedbytheuniversitiesor collegestheyattend
or fromtheuniversitythatvalidatesthecourse.

ÅThey are differentiatedby classesdependingon how well the
studentshavedone.

ÅFirst class /honours degree known as a First

ÅUpper second known as a 2.1

ÅLower second: 2.2

ÅThirds 



Applying
UCAS (University & Colleges Admissions
Service) is the central organisation that
processes applications for full-time
undergraduatecoursesat UKuniversitiesand
colleges.

www.ucas.com

http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/


How many courses can I select?

ÅYou can choose 5 courses only

THEY MUST BE REALISTIC

eg: predicted grades:  BBB

ÁAAA ÁCCC

ÁAAB ÁCDD

ÁBBB ÁDDD

ÁBBC ÁDDE

ÁBCC ÁDEE



BMAT 

UKCAT

LNAT

HAT

Oxford university tests 

Specialised Entry Tests



How do Universities Select 
Applicants?

ÅPredicted grades

ÅPrevious results

ÅSchool reference

ÅPersonal Statement

ÅInterview



ÅApplicants to Oxford and Cambridge

ÅMedicine/Dentistry/Nursing/Veterinary 

Medicine/Physiotherapy

ÅFoundation Art 

ÅMusic /Drama/Dance : Audition

ÅLaw at some universities

ÅTeaching courses

ÅSome universities interview everyone for all 

courses i.e. UCL

Will they be Interviewed?



ÅKeep a diary of dates and places 

ÅHave evidence, ask for a report

ÅKeep a diary of what they have 

done on their work experience

Will they be Interviewed?





Personal details

Examination results

Choices

Personal statement

Pay and send

The UCAS Form



The Personal Statement

Å47 lines

Å4000 characters including spaces



A Good Personal Statement

ÅWhy do you want to study this course?

ÅWhat are your longer-term aspirations?

ÅHave you any related work experience?

ÅWhat skills do you possess?

ÅWhy did you chose their other subjects?

ÅWhat are your interests/hobbies?



ÅPersonalstatementsarecheckedagainsta

libraryof thosealreadyin the systemand

from a variety of websitesand paper

publications

ÅEachnewpersonalstatementis addedto

thelibraryafterprocessing

Plagiarism



What Charters Offers

ÅHelp from your Tutors

ÅExplanation on how to apply

ÅHelp with Personal Statement

ÅHelp with Entrance Exams

ÅMock Interviews



Deadlines
Å 15 October2010- applicationdeadlinefor the receiptat UCASof applicationsfor

all medicine,dentistry,veterinarymedicineandveterinarysciencecoursesandfor
all coursesat the universitiesof OxfordandCambridge.

Å 15 January2011- applicationdeadlinefor the receiptat UCASof applicationsfor
all coursesexcept those listed above with a 15 October deadline,and art and
designcourseswith a 24Marchdeadline.

Å 4 March 2011- applicationdeadlinefor the receiptat UCASof applicationsfor art
anddesigncoursesexceptthoselistedwith a 15Januarydeadline.

Å 30 June2011 - Lastdate for the receipt of all other applicationsfor immediate
consideration. Those received after this date will be held for Clearing.


